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March 15, 2022

Cecilia Hernandez,
USDA, Designated Federal Officer;
Equity Commission Members

USDA Equity Commission
Office of the Secretary

1400 Independence Ave. SW
Washington, DC 20250

RE: Request for Comment on the inaugural meeting of the USDA Equity Commission (Docket
ID: USDA 2022-03074)

Dear Ms. Hernandez and Equity Commission Members,

HEAL is a national multi-sector, multi-racial coalition led by Black, Indigenous and People of
Color (BIPOC) that is building collective power to transform our food and farm systems for the
health of our communities and the planet. Our 50+ member organizations represent over 2
million rural and urban farmers, ranchers, fishers, public health advocates, farm and food chain
workers, Indigenous groups, scientists, policy experts, community organizers, and activists.

In the wake of food systems built with slavery, colonization, land theft, exploitation, and other
strucutural and insitutional racism perpetuated by government agencies including the USDA, it is
long overdue that the USDA acknowledge, understand, and repair past and present harm done
to Black, Indigenous, and other people of color (BIPOC).

While the Equity Commission is an important step towards doing so, and we are hopeful for
what’s possible, the USDA will nheed to make sweeping transformations to build trust with our
communities.

As an important first step, we urge the Equity Commission to review and incorporate into their
recommendations for the USDA the solutions identified in the HEAL Platform for Real Food and

Leveling the Fields, Creating Farming Opportunities for Black People, Indigenous People, and
Other People of Color.



https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/02/14/2022-03074/usda-equity-commission
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/02/14/2022-03074/usda-equity-commission
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oWUuhG0aeOt3iBX7S9-lnrpyi3mDktIY/view
https://www.ucsusa.org/sites/default/files/2020-06/leveling-the-fields.pdf
https://www.ucsusa.org/sites/default/files/2020-06/leveling-the-fields.pdf

The HEAL Platform for Real Food

Crafted by 50 organizations representing rural and urban farmers, fisherfolk, farm and food chain
workers, rural and urban communities, scientists, public health advocates, environmentalists, and
indigenous groups, the HEAL Platform for Real Food serves as a call to action and a political
compass for transformation.

Key highlights from the HEAL Food Platform are shared below, but we urge you to also read the
explanations and policy solutions identified in the platform.

The HEAL Platform for Real Food identifies two root causes of the problems that plague our food
systems:

e Concentration of market and political power in the hands of a few agri-food companies.

e The legacy and current reality of racism.

The HEAL Platform includes 10 solutions to create food systems that truly nourish our health, our

economies, our communities, and our environment:
1. Secure Dignity and Fairness for Food Chain Workers and their Families

Provide Opportunity for All Producers

Ensure Fair and Competitive Markets

Build Resilient Regional Economies

Dump the Junk: Curb Junk Food Marketing

Increase “Food Literacy” and Transparency: Increase knowledge of, connection to, and

transparency around food sources

7. Real Food in Every Hood: Making affordable, fair, sustainable, and culturally-appropriate
food the norm in every neighborhood

8. Phase Out Factory Farming

9. Promote Sustainable Farming, Fishing, and Ranching

10. Close the Loop on Waste, Runoff, and Energy
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We encourage you to familiarize yourself with the policy solutions identified in each plank.

Leveling the Fields, Creating Farming Opportunities for Black People, Indigenous People, and
Other People of Color

We also suggest the Equity Commission read and integrate the policy solutions identified in
Leveling the Fields, Creating Farming Opportunities for Black People, Indigenous People, and
Other People of Color, a policy brief co-authored by HEAL Food Alliance and the Union of
Concerned Scientists.

Leveling the Fields provides specific recommendations for the following key strategies to
advancing more equitable food systems:

e Building land accessibility and security

e Improving access to financial resources


https://www.ucsusa.org/sites/default/files/2020-06/leveling-the-fields.pdf
https://www.ucsusa.org/sites/default/files/2020-06/leveling-the-fields.pdf

e Advancing the quality and equity of infrastructure and information
e Securing representation and leadership across food systems
e Addressing injustice and increasing food system resilience go hand in hand

Again, we urge you to familiarize yourself with the specific policy recommendations within this
policy brief.

Conclusion

For a long time, the United States has built a food system that harms and exploits, so much so
that scientists now warn of an uninhabitable planet in the coming decades that will
disproportionately endanger those who have contributed the least to the problem—Ilow-income
communities of color.

In order to reverse course, and to create a food system that works for our communities, our
health, and our planet, we need the USDA and Equity Commission to recognize that it is not
reform we need, but transformation.

Thank you for your consideration of these comments.

Sincerely,

Maleeka Manurasada
National Organizer
HEAL Food Alliance


https://www.ipcc.ch/report/sixth-assessment-report-working-group-ii/

