
Ramon Torres from Familias 

Unidas por la Justicia and 

Dara Cooper from the National 

Black Food & Justice Alliance 

won James Beard Foundation 

Leadership Awards.

Joann Lo & Jose Oliva  

from the Food Chain Workers 

Alliance received Eating Well 

Magazine’s 2018 American  

Food Heroes Award.

The Good Food Purchasing 

Program was nominated for 

a World Future Council Award 

for its exemplary impact on 

promoting sustainability in our 

food and agriculture systems.

IN 2018 OUR ALLIANCE GREW STRONGER, AND 

TOGETHER WE MADE REAL FOOD RISE !

Year in Review

2018 : REAL FOOD RISING

AND WE OFFICIALLY WELCOMED FOUR NEW ORGANIZATIONS TO OUR ALLIANCE :

Our 2nd Annual Summit brought together nearly  

140 members and allies to realize our vision for 

better food and farm systems. We strengthened 

relationships, practiced our democratic 

processes, and built our members’ organizing 

and communications skills.

Our School of Political Leadership (SoPL)

equipped nine exceptional leaders with the tools, 

knowledge, and skills they need to run for office, 
work on campaigns, and drive political change.

Through webinars, a toolkit, and talking points, we prepared 

our members to take Farm Bill action. They advocated to 

protect SNAP, reform beef checkoff, preserve local control 

of food systems decisions, improve pesticide registration, 

and oppose the house version of the bill.

In Illinois, our members 

organized Cook County to adopt 

the Good Food Purchasing 

Program (GFPP). Included in 

the policy are incentives for 

suppliers that uphold principles 

of racial equity. This countywide 

adoption impacts 20.6 million 

public dollars, and will provide 

land to socially disenfranchised 

businesses as well as support 

to local food businesses, urban 

farmers, and those that hire from 

frontline communities.

WE ARE GENERATING  

THE POLITICAL POWER 

WE NEED TO TRANSFORM 

OUR FOOD AND FARM 

SYSTEMS.

And we’re fighting the control that 

massive corporations have over 

our food, and the well-being and 

livelihoods of the people who feed us.

# RE ALME ALS

The Domestic Fair 
Trade Association 
and partners released 
a first-of-its kind report 
highlighting all the 
research that’s EVER 
been done about 
domestic fair trade. 

Real Food Challenge 
made huge updates 
to the Real Food 

Standards - a guide 
to socially and 
environmentally 
responsible food 
purchasing for 
universities.

The Food Chain 
Workers Alliance 
and ROC United 
mapped the reach, 
scale, and supply 
chain of employers in 
the food industry that 
are members of the 
RAISE and Sanctuary 
restaurant networks to 
give us a clear picture 
of where good food is 
produced, processed, 
transported, served, 
and sold.

Dara Cooper and the 
National Black Food 
& Justice Alliance 
released “Reframing 

Food Hubs,” a new 
report on food hubs, 
racial equity, and self-
determination in the 
south. 

Soul Fire Farm’s 
Leah Penniman 
released Farming 

While Black, a 
comprehensive 
guide for aspiring 
black growers to 
reclaim dignity as 
agriculturists and 
for all farmers to 
understand the distinct 
contributions of black 
people to sustainable 
agriculture. 

OUR MEMBERS AUTHORED SEVERAL GROUNDBREAKING REPORTS...

POULTRY WIN!  

THE USDA REJECTS 

PETITION FOR LINE 

SPEED INCREASE

PROTECTING TIPS  

FOR RESTAURANT 

WORKERS AND 

RAISING THE 

MINIMUM WAGE

CHLORPYRIFOS 

BANNED IN HAWAI’I !

After tirelessly organizing, the Northwest Arkansas Worker 

Justice Center, Food Chain Workers Alliance, Interfaith 

Worker Justice, and allies pushed the USDA to reject a 

National Chicken Council petition to increase line speeds  

in poultry processing plants.  

Thanks to our members Pesticide Action Network and their allies 

organizing for years, Hawai’i has banned all uses of chlorpyrifos, a 

neurotoxic pesticide that has been shown to harm children and has 

been found in food, air, and drinking water. 

ROC United and allies stopped a rule proposed by the 

Department of Labor to authorize restaurants to share tips 

between servers and cooks, allowing employers to keep 

some tip money for themselves. 

In Michigan, the state legislature adopted ROC United’s 

ballot measure and passed One Fair Wage, raising the 

minimum wage to $12 an hour and raising the subminimum 

wage to the full minimum wage.

AND GOT SOME SERIOUS WINS!

INCLUDING MAJOR RECOGNITION 

FOR THEIR WORK

VISIT US !
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This fall, with a diverse coalition, we launched the 

#RealMeals Campaign to urge Sodexo, Aramark, 

and Compass Group - the country’s three largest 
food service management corporations - to divest 
from a system of exclusive relationships with abusive 

food corporations, and invest $800 million in food 

that supports working people, the environment, 

small-scale producers, and producers of color.


